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Griffith 
firm 
fined 
Must meet 
EPA terms 
The Associated Press 
and Post-Tnbune 

American Chemical Services 
of Griffith has been fined 
5116.300 and ordered to obtai:: 
liability insurance for It to 
continue to operate. 

The l:.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency announced 
the fine and terms of a consent 
agreement with the chemical 
company during the weekend. 

The agreement calls for 
American Chemical Services 
to show evidence of liabilitv 
coverage to the Indiana De­
partment of Environmental 
:-.tanagement by Sept. 5, as re­
quired under the Federal Re­
source Conservation and Re­
cover)· Act. 

The liability coverage pro­
tects against releases of haz­
ardous waste into the environ­

' ment. If American Chemical 
Services fails to secure such 
coverage, it has been ordered 
to stop accepting all hazardous 
waste and to submit a closure 
plan. . 

The agreement resolves an 
August 1989 administrative 
complaint citing the company 
for violations. 

(, ' 

American Chemical Services 
was one of 10 Northwesrl,llllti~~: . 
ana factories listed among the~~ 
nation's 500 worst eourees o1~· 
toxic pollution in 1987, accord-
ing to a report by the National 
Wildlife Federation. 

The report showed American 
Chemical Services released 8.6 
million pounds of 15 different 
chemicals and ranke0 151st. 

The Jist of ~orthwest Indi­
ana industries included Inls.nd 
~t':'l ~~ £~~~ Chicago. USS 
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1/f--:~.&a gula tio ns 
~ y ROSEMARY OSMULSKI • 

~ ~ ,_.. Times Cornspondcnt 
.> GRIFFITH - A.mtncan Cbemieal 

Servlce Ccrpratlon 13 .-ppareDtly 1n 
VIolAtion o! EoVtwnmew..._~. 
lloo Asency baza.rdous wut.e regula­
tions. . 

G.?Orge Mllne, a ·1sell-appo1.D.ted 
Gl1!t1tb watdldog. ha.s presented the 

. town board with copies ot a.o EPA 
report, tndlcating tbe company ba.s 
V1olated the EPA regulatloc.s s!nc:e 
May,l980. 

Ylolat1ctas !lad 1ppareZ1Uy uot been' 
corrected by I SubUQUeDt lzlspectJOD 
ill Dectm.ber of that yur. 

Tbe EPA c:lte.s the compa.oy lor uot 
lccblg the area of providl.llg 24:-bour 

IUl'VeUlance, lack at a prepared 
evacuation plan, Improper reeorC:­
keeping on buc1llng, treatment, 
storage and d.!.sposaJ ct! waste and Jack 
ot cross-reterencu ot dl.sposa..l. 

Milne sa.ld the company b.as 25,000 to 
so,ooo drums ud a t.1nk. burteo at tbt 
tl.rm's s.lt.e on soutb Ccllax Avenue. 

Publlc: works director G lena 
Reyome sald " report oo water col­
lected ln a dlteb ao the Bite w1ll be 
ready for the next board !!leellng. 

Mllile a.aJd higll actldlty dl.scbarge 
llllo the town's sewer In M1y violates 
towu ordlll&tlc:e. &tid should req\llre a 
fi.D.e u stated In ordinance 7&-11. 

Trustees took the EPA and Miln\\'3 
report UDder study • 

•... !:: ' .. • • ~ :-

·,. 

:R e gio #.ils s·-u_~_: _ ~ · ·: 
. . . ' ·' '. ·, . _, ......... · .. · .• . . ·~ 

. ByF"REEYO'I"r ·: :·, · ·" ·major ear:raaces ID ·a.e. CftT•sbOwtng 
_ . ·Times Stat! Wnt.er ·. ·· !··~ ·.- ·tl!e"word '.'noise" W1tb a. &lash UJroug1l "· ·_ 

HAMMOND -- "Noise· u,y•~ vtbe.; lt. · . ·· • · ... ·. - · · - . . .. -; 
Jouped-u, bot rods, · van•/ IJ:Jd: ..'_ · ·~ a.s:tg:rla' just!aitgxi;~· Stnbjack 
motoreyc:les t.bat- roar throup··the,.-·;·UYL ''You.llavelZieD!oreeJt::"· · .·t 
streets ot' some · metropollt&ll areas,.:··, : .Crown PoUlt. ha borrowed. tiJeo dY' 

--are sometb.lng ol a Reg1on·.problem;.··;V1ce.butonlytonm-test.s.o~~:.·a.go-carl'"' 
too. · . . .. .-- ·;~~ trac:.ll:thatneveropced:.· -~-- , . · .•.. 

·. · Tbe Environmental · Protec:tlou -- • Crowtt. Po!Dt Ccuncilma.Ht-Large .. 
A.E.:1J..'"Y says that llor rodden tcp ille-- · James Forsyth~ agrees W1t.b Gart.o~:t:: 

. list o{ ilotse eouutton complaints na-, ~ that vehlc:Jes are not. the maJor- source-
· tlonwlde. :au~ to:- Rc!l!lci· NOYak.' -· of noiSe,. at lease- not In hJs city. • 
Hammond's · Air pollution · chlet;· all'~ _i>a:E:D;. d~ &!ld leu~ :;:a...-tjes· were _ 

·vellJc:Jes- create the cJty's. No-1. noise more prevalent and noisler, .be says .... , 
problem. - - . · · · ... _ 'I' a .be!P·, eomba•. t.be racket,:. 

And. Iiammond is trying to do some--: Forsytbe ls dralt1.Dg. 4.. ·aotse coo trol: 
thl.D.g about JL It 1s one ot so IJlldWest· · orCi.D.ance: which 'be wants .ID be as: 

- co=un!ties cooperat1.Dg ~. t.bll! '" comprebenslve as Hammond's .. 
EP.A 1n A" not.sa 1 com:rot· program.: • · . B.arX1.D.g dogs a.nd raucm gat.bermgs' 

i. H;mmnnd-~ ~-WO!Jd,IIS" Oil. the rank.·. bebJnd.. VebJeles- ·U· top­
I pro gram wt th the LD dlana Jts:sodcrtnnr-· -ools&m akers Jll:. Calumet CJ ty. Tbe-

ol C!t1es and ToWDS." .. noise they generate. is so serious that:: ;: -. 
"For moot a yeartbe clty-bas been.- ''We are golng.to .. fl along with the:· 

usi.llg a- declbel monJtoriilg dmce EPA on tb.is · t.b!llg.• sa)l3. Capt. John_ 
borrowed from the EPA tllroug:ll- tha- Sullivllll.. •.. • · · 
assecJation, and. If ba.s proved a sue- · · Calumet Clty" police put' a dedbei • 

··cess, Novak says. moc.Jtor1IIg· device- .1D.~ use Ulis~ 
The clty also bill a model uoJ.se mcmtb.. _ . : ·.. - -.: 

· conc-ol onilllance, :sO good tbaL Jt is.. Other- Reg!Oit Jaw enforcement".- , ·; 
serving a.a a model tor othe:- co=u- · agellc:tesdouot:regard ~l.Se toys" as ·. ~ . ! 

• c.Jt1es ln the state. • a major headaebe.. . · - . _ 
Brad Gartou.. nol.se·c:ooni!Dator- far "It doesz1't evm· rant as a m1nor . 

t.be assodat:lon, says, "Hammond bas problem," says Laming Pollee Capt.- ••. 
probably _the m~ comprehensive Robert Wbeaton. 
noise control orcl!nance tn tbe state .. · All co=un.ttjes ban bot J"OC1s. be··_­
We are gotng to incorporate parts ~f-it- observes, but t.bat It's not sometil!ng~; 
l.D.to our own pilot otd!D~" Lans1ng pollee cannot easily bandl e. _. 

Ganon belleves, bowever, tbat the · Dolton. Pollee. Sgt. R1c:b_-art1 Ha!L . 
Region's major noise comes trom. agrees. . . 
,tationery things varyillg. trom iO'- ''}9e get some c:allil aboUt loud·'' __ ·• 
cart trac:.b to barldng dogs. -. - . cars,." be- says.. "But l don't teel l.t:s::·;~---~ 

Wben vehicle noiSe is c-oublesome, · sometb.lngthat needs special ac:tiOll. .·:' '' . 
tbe association. alded by the EPA, has · -~ South Holland bas some areas wbere-·:;.--- -----~ 

I 
developed a program tor USJDg decibel there is new C0!15tnlCtion.. and. dlrt."' ~. :. 1 !"' ::z: i ~ ~ 
me-tel"! moUDted oc police ca..'"S to-- blltersusetberowtbere..- . - · ;:;~·-_..; t-~ ;--

le"'"e:i f>~e..a~~'•l" -·~~'- .. w- !;.::~ moalto!"'t!Otse 5 ,._g ... _..._. · -... r ·li"CII1JdD't. ~ we, bave- a' real..~: ... ; ~ ~ :;:: =::: ,. 
- The deVlce IS used. io Hammond problem .. ·sgt. James Sa.nt.etorte' -:1· -, -='/"- 0 :-o;;: z 

! wbec. manpower pert:lits.: VacatlollS sa= • . _; .c -..J _ ~ ;; _ m 
and ot.ber absenc:es preveot !IS use as "~- ·. · · • " · · ~ : •l , , !" ~- ~ 

1
. ·.- ~regularly as would be desirable. · In Soutl7 ·Holland;·. a=td1Dg ~· ::' ··. ;; -...: 'V"' ..., ::! E ~ "' 

:~ · · -"The un.!t 1s good," Pollee Lt.· Saatetoru, raJlro.ad.s are- the worst:·:'~. -t:= ~ ~ ::;;; ~ 
.·.· · :· · - Be=ard Strlbla.c:L sa:r . .' "It works. noise- poUuun. Tra.lns · bave- be-en,~.,;~; -~~ ~:! ;:.::a 

1··· ••· We'n made, numerous a:TeS!3 W1Ut;·.monJlored: With. .noise device bu~.:. • :.· -----
.• :-:- .. Jt.''" ·. :·- - : · · ..... · -. · ....... Hc:e tbey-blo"Y .. nev~b.ad.to.a:se!Ull:~ '-)~ . 

-..;;_ ~~--:-, • •1 • -~~ • "~'<ill ... t( ·•I ~"(:.,:J'Ul~~U4,. 1..._ ... u11, ~"\. l~".u;• ,•:.II"""~' ... • • ... • ~ •. --:- ... • ' llammmi<1IJ.S(I .ba&ll:liD' ~·il• Sw.""t .. ......._..,..-.,-:I. , . .1.•-·v• "•-' . ·•«·~ 
~ .. ~: .. . :~..._;;~~..:·,:=-~r~~-:~~-~r~;~~ ::_ :_:"1~;-:~i . .:,:;f:~~.~~;;;.,-:-~~~':,1. ;·~~~:__ __ - .- ·.- ~~:'!_'t_ ~~,~~~ 

-------.....--~~..,. ......... .,;J._l=~~~-~~- ·, .. -'-..... ~~· ... - .... ·~o. ... ·-· ~· ...... ,....,.., ·,.ff .. ~ • .-:.-: ''~ ... ~,-.j~:" • ..,;,.: ... -.;:~ ~-~ r: . . . ;. 
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-~. ___ Lake ·:~ump ·sites· chosen-
··~·..-. .... -

ByPifRA LUKE -­
Times Staff Writer 

CROWN POINT - Sites In 
Gary, East Cblcago and 
Hammood are being CODSidered 
for a "conftned disposal facill· 
ty" for polluted material ~iillch 
may be dredged from IDdiaDa 
Harbor. 

The sites and estimated casts 
are: 

............ ··-· .. _,..... .. -..... -.. ~ .... - .... -...,. -~·· ··-·-.· ___ ,_ ........ -.-----: 

e liAR\": 011 thenorthsideof 
Industrial Highway, east of 
Cline A \'enue, SZ2.357 ,000; 

e EAST OIICAGO: In Lake 
Michigan, oppcllite Jeone Park. 
$20,114,000; .. 

e HAI\IMOND: On lUst 
Street, between Cilumet 
Avenue and Indianapolis 
IGuleYard. $23.001,000; and In 

!Continued Back Page 1 -

- ................... ·, 

Superfund·c.ash :sOUght. 
By The Times put practices ol bur')'iDI bamls of dlemicals in a 
and Times Wire Services landfill In the rear or the compa~·s property. 

according to the board of health. 
INDIANAPOLIS - American Chemical In Jg&O, oil leaking from the site was found to 

Services in Griffith bas been nominated by the c:onta!n pbenol- a kiiOWII carcinogen. At the time, 
state as one of live sites needing cleanup with bowever, the EPA said the firm bad auriounded 
federal Superfund money. the burial site with clay, )Jr'l\'eDtiD& tbe leak from 

In an update ol the $1.6-billion hand's naliollal .-dine. · . 
priority list, state health officials have requested About ~100 drllmll were buried afMiut 18 yean 
the U.S. Environmental Protection AieDCJ ia-- ap at tbe site Mil' Colfu Avaue. alt.llou£h in 
elude theGriffilftsolvent recoverr finn. 

American twmical Services is listed because of <Continued Back Page This Section) 

L-=:~;:;;;,;;~~~~~~~~~~---
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0030 
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4 N. Lake ha ardo·us dUIIlp sites chosen 
· Wljtlitleei#N•fll•'i'· & 
'-{lbMidlipa, just eut ol the lfam.. 

8IODd Filtration Plaat, ,11,511,000. 
· Lt. Col. OtrlsiDI A. Dcwu ol the U.S. 

Army Cotpt ol Eaclneers IDid the Lake 
CGunty Solid Waate Dispoul Committee 
oa Wednesday where the project llaada. 

It's beea almlllt a year liace he 
eoavlnced the committee the dredliDc 
aeeded ID be done. 

Lake County . comm~ who 
formed tbe solid waste CGID· 
mitt.ee, aareed 1D Julylll2 &o actu Jaca1 
IJIOIIIGr for &be III'O)ed. . . 

u &be barbof lia't dredged, It eve. 
hlaUy wW flU wllh IW and poUuled 
mal«<aaa aDd wW bawe &o be doMd, 
Dlwu baauld. 

1be harbor contalos varylnllevell of 
polychloriaated biphenyls <PCBal, aa 
lodilstrial pollutant listed u a knowa 
carcinogen (cancer-uusingl by the fed­
eral Water PollutiooColltrolAA;tol,l'IT'!. 

Dovu said a 1!*1 test ot Ule barbCII' 
allowed one uea that bad a bazardoul 
level ol PCBa. He said the CGr1J1 wiU let a 
contract later this JDODih for aootber leal 
~ ~ le¥el ol PC8a. 

•fllen .,.. ltiJJ lft'erll ~ 
bloc:b whidl mill& be overcome belori 
dred&in&=lll. Oneil . • . 

lithe project compllea with a poiJulaDt 
COIItrol rUn and il erallled a waiver by 
the U.S. Environmental Protec:lion 
Al,ettcy, the fedenl 110\lemment would 
p.y for aU c:GQ5t.rudloa c:ostl. Otherwile, 
the locaJ spoaaor would bave ID pay for» 
peruD1 ol the c:Gnlt.niCLioa c:ost.s. 

Dovu said lhat waJver can't be 
araoted until the Harnmood and Eut 
Olicaso &anilaq dlalrlc:tlare in compll· 
aace wllh NaUcioll Pollu&all& Dilcbara• 

"\\ 

ElimlnaUon System perm ill. 
Tbe aolid wasle disp«l5&1 committee 

will try ID meet later this month with 
re~nlativea ol lbe two 11Ailaly dia· 
&rretiiD resolve the problem. 

CGII.IID tbe local sponsor would be: 

• $473,000 with the waiver and 
~.M4,000 without for the Gary site; 

• $58,000 with and $:i,ltr7,000 without 
for the East Chicago site; 

• f647,000 with and $6,236,000 without 
for the I 41st Street site in Hammond; 

• $103,000 with and $4,962,000 without 
for lhe aliA! nullo the lillratioa plaal. 

~--~tate· seeks Superfund cash for Griffith firm 
v 

1911 George Mib_le1 a self-appolnted Gril· 
filh watchdog, c111111ed In a report ID &be 
EPA lhat 25,000 1D 30,000 drwlll aDd a 
lank were buried at the site. 

1 Jacqueline Strecker, a Superfund 
Nardiaalor for lbe llale,aald !hie firm'a 

e..m..t operaUoa compllel wllh l&ate 
aDd fedenf WUIAI bandJin& laWI. 

James Tarpo the firm'a general mao­
•&er, said a cad by Tbe Times l.oday wu 
the first he bad heard of the matter. 

Tarpo would not comment further. 
Al5o oo the slate's ll&t are Reillv Tar 

and OlemicaJ Corp. Ill ladiauc 
NGrthUde saNial')' LaadfW 1D 
County; Bennett StOne Quarry In MOIIIW 
County; and the Normaa Poer farm 1D 
HaAcodt Cwnl7. 

The sites will be eonsadered for a new 
Superfund llit &ebedlded ID be ~ 

------ ···-"' --· 

IJI llle July. Tbe nominations are bl5eG 
onaii:OriD< an&em deYiled by~ EPA. 

Each Indiana site was named beCause ' 
of the threat of contaminaliOA of 
8foundwater, according lo David D. 
Liarnm. director of the land pollution 
c:onlnll divisioo olthe heallb board. 
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QfJ~Ja!.~ays land-pollution divisiQp 
neCds. to double its budget by 198~: 

By JAN CARROLL . 
MaKitte4 .,..., 

INDlANAPOLlS- Tbe &tate's di· 
Yisioo of land-pollution control will 

· Deed twice as mui:::tl money by 1885 
to do a first-rate job·. or pollclac 

-ctump Sites. tile Cblef of Ute Eaviron· 
atent.al Maoa,ement Board said yes­
terday. 

"'To what utf!tlt do we want to 
dean up ~be state? Tllars the ques­
tion Ulaf rema.Jns unam;wercd. .. 
ltalpb Pickard. lbe board's ledlnical 
le<:Telary, told a House committee. 

· -aosety allied CD that question Is. 
are the peopl" trilliD& to pay for 
tut deanup? Tbe state isn't tyiD& 
around Witb the money. aDd tndus­
lr)' 1sn1 lyin& arowwS wttb a baa or 
mooey." . 

1'be more tiWl 400 Indiana waste 
eperaUons that must be policed will 
aue 15 man-years to iDsped. Pict· 
8Td ald. Tbe job is enormous. coo­
aderlag tbe size of the ludiiODu­
Cioo division's staff, be said. 
~-· 

Flfty~en people wort Ill Ute di- . lites for waste dumps is a probl~. 
vision at tbe State Board or Health, •Nobody wants either a blardbu! 
be ald. Six more dlemists are be- or IOlid·waste operation 011 tll~lr 
hlg added 'because of an extra aide or lhe couDty." Pictard aiel. "l 
1190,000 appropriated by the 1•3 ~oull1 suggest that everybodY"• sol 
Gene raJ Assembly. be saleS. to be aome .. ·bere and 10 do .aolld· 

Tbe dtvisioa 1aas a bud&et of SJ.7 waste operatioas."' · · • .. .:• 
million, trbidl comes from both CommJttee dlairman JUdlar~ 
staa';:,yd, •e:;n~~e ~..-.'- Nanaus. ll·LakevUJc. said 1ane1ntlt 

.... .., ... .....,,. tbat pose no eaviroiUDental lhrea 
would llave • staff or H Ud a Sl.7 lbould be plac:ecS near ~netropolltar 
million budle( for 1984. eocl a ltart area~ tbet senerate the most waste 
or 1%3 and a 13.4 miflioe budget for -u a laodfill ts safe. wtay put It ... 
)985. Tbe federal AOYenunent wouJd miles out ill fk county nat tl 
pick ap aome of that cost. a.e aid. dairy farm?" ~Qed Mangus. a daiP, 

RaVin& a b1Zardous-Y8Sle dispos- farmer. 
aJ program w111 be e.eatiaJ to ar- DaVid D. Lamm. director or laDe 
=~ ~ IDd\l5try to JM!au, lile pollutioa control for Clle Board c 

*'Sornewkft aJon& Clle way, If we Health, aJd u.ere are. ftve sta: 
are solD& tD eoatiDue to 1a11 ID p~ members LD tbe IDspection dJvtslo 
tpective lDdastr)·, we are &Oi.D& to . to keep tabs oa 125 laDdfalls LD In~ 
bave lO be able to answer the ques._ aaa. 
tioo, 1l we come lO this ate., wtaat 1be iaS,pedDrs ,et lO eacb landfi 
can we cto wW1 tbe baz:arclous waste oace every three to sa weeks. t 
which we I!Jterate?'" lte laid. aid. and that translates into abo 

Pickard also said Cllat fiDdinB ·z.ooo i.DSpectiODs a year. 

~~;r-~f.. ;z.. d Super:t_!Jn · 
HAMMOND 

nMES 'site -Ol(d 0 E.JI!l s. 72,26.1 

.. 
j By LORI OLSZEWSKI 

Times Starr Writer 
American Ole~m~i:....c-:ai~Se=--mces-:-. --:-in--:Griffi~. ;;:,::;tb~is;: 

on the nation's updated Superfund delnup 
list. soun-es have told The Times. . 

Tbe U.~ En\·ironmental Protectioo 
A~ncy was to olhcllilj illlJOw:atr ~ter 
aoc1iY lbal ACS and four other lnd"na 
lat.ardous waste iileS were 011 tbe updated 
ctional pr1ority list. aourees Wd 'J'be 
r~~. . . 

IUinois d1dn't gel any a~lional sates, a 
eurce in lhe Illinois Envtrmm"''l"•l Pro­
tection Agency. ~id. 

Inclusion on the list doesn't~ a 
Superfund cleanup or &be iile, but il_ 

&lhstuti&Dy iDcreases lbe c:ba "'CS it 
D)' qualify for the mooey. 
. U.S. EPA. sep1t ing &o imJI"CM Its 
.. Uered reputatioa for detnin& ap talk 

·waste, apa.oded the list fl. tbe country's 
worst hazardous waste sites b)· a third. 
A~ ill Grill1tll was amoog fift lDdi· 

- 2/-



This as the exterior of the American Chemical Service Co. at Griffith. 

GARY 
POST TRIBUNE 

D. 78,241 S. 80,2JO 

SE.P 2 

Don't panic on cleanup 
By Sharon EmuueJson upper water table but nor m the 
Po~~ot-Tnbune Col"'ftppndenl lower wlter t~&ble from where 

GRift"ITH _ Offactals here most of the re!ildents 1n the area 
set thear water. 

:Jre pl~as~d to learn Arn.:rtcan The last test conduct~ by the 
ChemJcal Service Co. has been EPA was m May, ilnd there \lras 
put on the Environmental no evidence lhen that the 
Protacuon :\~en<;y's superrund contamination had progress•~d 
d~anup hst, but cauuoned beyond the Amencan Chem1cal 
a"aanst n..-.nac. · 
.. ..- grounds, she said. 
The stte was named by the GriUJtb Publ!~ Works Director 

u.s. Env•ronmen1.a1 Protectwn ~len_Y.,__RnJUD~--also-·sald 

~~Y as one of 1.33Si'CeS""il'Cr'lSfs re-peated teats at the town's 
t auon cargeted for cleanup. sanuary landfill sue, wh1ch IIi 

Sherry Evans-Carmichael, adjacent to one of the chemical 
planner ror solid v.·aste ~·•rial siles, ha. ve bettn negative, 
management ror the Indiana · · w· ·• 
Hoard of Health, saut"..,hat r •. ~ t\ Jrst th1ng the .. superfund 

the full extent of the 
contammallon. From tho:.;e 
results a r~medlal action 
feas1b1h1y master plan w111 be 
developed ltnd It wall be decad~ 
whtlher total excavation or 
merely removal of the buried 
matertal 1s necessary, Mrs. 
E.vans·Carrmchael satd. 

She sa1d the announcement that 
Amencan Chemical had been 
added to the hst or dump site:.; in 
the nauon thai pose health 
threacs will unden;umdably caU54l 
pan1c among the re~ldttnts but 
she asked for caution and 
pallenccv'"\ 

"Th~~,· J&.' 
....... ~ • .,..,a.;.i.:. rh. 

-u!it too many 
l':tn affect the 

or a natural clay layer 1n the 
ground that can ubl'iurb the 
contaminated mil&eraal ~and 
prevenl Its spread,'' she s.ad. 

Reyome saad there are about 
80 wells in the areta lhal wtll 
need resling. 

The conaammat1on stems from 
dtsposal of chem1cal Witllite druma 
and slug that was buraed on the 
slle from 19~8 to 1117~. The 
company voluntarily 51opped 
dumpmg in 1!175. 

Reyome uad, "We've b~en 
workma wuh Amencun Chemtco.J 
for the last 10 to 15 years and 
they (the company) have re~tlly 
straightened out. They have \ 
comphed w11h everyt~1n.f' the ·. 
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EPA seeks private funds for cleanup 
The funding for Superfund is in a sham· 
bles. The bill authorizing the program 
expired last September. On Apr. 1, Con­
gress authorized $150 miJiion in interim 
funding, but it stipulated that the Envi­
ronmental Prot.eetion Agency (EPA) c:an­
not spend any portion of that money 
after May 31. Meanwhile, Congress has 
not ironed out differences among vari­
ous versions of a new biiJ, and it does 
not seem likely that the lawmakers will 
reauthorize the Superfund program by 
the May 31 deadline. 

Despite that, EPA's regional officials 
say that they are 'proceeding apace with 
site cleanups. Since Superfund formally 
expired, explains Morris Kny, EPA Re­
gion 7 administ.rator (Sl l.Duis), "we are 
continuing to obtain cleanups" from po-

Some regional EPA agencies 
are asking Individual firms to 
help clean up Superfund sites 

tentially responsible parties (PRPs) in 
the private sector. 

Typical of the offices trying to forge 
ahead with PRP-financed cleanups is 
EPA Region 5 (Chicago). Officials there 
have called on some 800 PRPs to help 
the agency pay up to $1 million for the 
first step toward cleaning up a National 
Priority List (NPL) land-disposal site, 
which is owned by American Chemical 
Service, at Griffith, Ind. The NPL site is 
a landfill that the company says it 
closed after operating it between 1955 
and 1975. However, other waste dispos­
al units at American Chemical Service's 
Griffith fae~1ity are still operating. 

Cleanup options. EPA wants the 
PRPs to foot the bill fer a remedial in· 
vestigation and feasibility study (RIFS) 
o• the landfill. The study would identify 
.fiydrogeological characteristics; define 
the nature and extent of soil·, water· 
and air-rontamination at the site.; and 
explore remedial cleanup options.. 

lndustlj' representatives have serious 
questions about the agency's approach. 
"Why drag in several hundred genera­
tors that paid to have their waste dis­
posed of there!" asks Thomas Reid, 
vice-president of the Illinois Manufac­
turers Assn. (IMA). After all, he points 
out, the American Chemical Service 
facility is still a haz.ardous waste stor­
age and treatment business, regulated 
under the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA). Superfund, he 
notes, is designed for deanup of aban· 
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doned sites. Reid argues that EPA 
should compel American Chemic:al Ser­
vice to dean up its old land-disposal 
unit-the NPL site-under RCRA, be­
cause that would involve direct talks 
with only one business. "It just seems," 
concludes Reid, that "the government is 
overlooking a quicker, more efficient 
way to resolve this problem." 

EPA does not buy that argumenL Da· 
vid M. Taliaferro, an EPA Region 6 
attorney, says, "We believe it would ac­
tually be slower" to switch cleanup ef­
forts at the faCJlity to RCRA oversighL 
Doing so, he says, would "ignore the 
several years of Superfund work that's 
already been done" on the site. He 
notes that the agency has c:arefully 
evaluated the site and is now ready to 
decide whether there should be 
a publicly or privately funded 
RlFS. 

Voluntary. For now, Taliaferro 
says, EPA is interested only in 
those PRPs that used the Ameri­
can Chemical Service disposal 
service between 1955 and 1975. 
Financial support, he adds, is 
voluntary. Taliaferro stresses, 
howt'ver, that those PRPs that 
used the company's services at 
the site for the first time after 
1975 may be hit for costs, de­
pending on the outcome of fur­
ther EPA investigations. For 
those covered by the 20-year pe­
riod, "the decision to participate 
is up to them," Taliaferro points 
out. adding, "We certainly hope 
the appropriate people" will 
participate. 

If EPA decides on public fund­

began using the service well after that 
time say they learned of their exclusion 
only after they ftew to Chicago for tht­
meeting. 

'AI the way.' One man who is irate 
about that point is Archie L. Simmon!'. 
safety and environmental affairs direc· 
tor of Whittaker (Los Angeles), a SJ*· 
cialty chemical and equipment producer. 
Simmons says he will take his complaint 
"all the way to the White House." He 
explains that Whittaker's lawyers had 
written to the agency well in advance 'Of 
the meeting to inquire whether Whitta· 
ker should be on the PRP list and· if 
Simmons needed to attend. Whittaker 
did not start using Americ:tn Chcmi·'al 
Service until 1979. However, SimmllJ.IS ,_ 
says EPA failed to inform him that t i!' 

ing for the deanup, the Super- Reid: Serioul questions about EPA's approach. 
fund law would allow the agen­
cy to seek out, later, all the facility's 
documented PRPs and make them liable 
for all removal or remedial action eosts. 
The PRPs have until August to decide 
whether they will volunteer assistance 
in the RIFS. 

The way that EPA is handling the 
ease seems to be discouraging at least a 
few PRPs from volunteering their help. 
The agency's alleged lack of coopera­
tion in determining a period of liability 
is one example. It was not until a May 5 
meeting in Chicago between EPA and 
all the PRPs that the agency finally an· 
nounced that companies that dealt with 
Amt-rican Chemical Service after the 
1975 cutoff time would not be involved 
in the cleanup study. Ma!ly PRPs ·who 

presence was not required until he ar­
rived at \he Chicago session from the 
company's corporate office in Dallas. 

aM had a similar experience, says 
Lowe)) Ludford, a 3M environmental 
spedali&L An attorney from his com· 
pany went to Chicago on Mar. 17 for 
another meeting about the American 
Chemical Service site, only to find that 
the conference had been canceled with· 
out notice. The 3M corporate lawyer 
then visited Region 5 headquarters 
where, Ludford insists, he met with an 
official "who had no good infonnation 
and did not know much about the site." 
3M says it should not have been asked 
to volunteer because it became an 
American Chemical Service customer in 



, 

" six years after the curoff year. 
Chemieal Service, which de­

to comment on the case, wrote a 
jtter to its clients on Feb. 24, express· 
itll similar concerns. In the Jetter, it 
says that "EPA incorrectly identified 
many recipients of the letter" that it 
sent to PRPs soliciting voluntary contri· 
butions for the RIFS. The letter notes 
:hat "for reasons unknown to the com· 
pany" EPA did not use data on some 
~ companies offered by American 
Chemical Service to the agency, to show 
which clients used the landfill before 
the unit was taken out of service in 
1975. Instead, the company says, EPA 
prepared a list based on the company's 
1982 and 1983 waste generator reports. 

Old records. Another PRP complaint 
c~nt.ers on EPA's requests for records 
that are more than three decades old in 
some cases. Says IMA's Reid: ''Nineteen 
. :-;·rfive was 31 years ago." He ques· 
·<~~ how many companies have records 
·•'ling back that far. "A company may 

e shipped one drum to American 
-Cllemical Service 31 years ago," he 
,~ays. Their being drawn into the case 
IH>W he calls a "fiasco." 

EPA admits that its handling of the 
affair has caused some problems. Talia· 

Disagreement surrounds EPA 
S's request that companies 
volunteer to help with an RIFS 

f~rro says that EPA "regrets very 
much" the frustration of many of the 
J•RI's, varticularly those that sent repre­
'~ntati\'es to th~ May 5 conference in 
C.,:hicago, only to discover they were no 

_ '>rer vart of the case. He notes that 
Yagency is removing companies that 
· ~~ American Chemical Service after 

5 from its PRP list, but he says, too, 
:rlat soml:' additions are bt!ing made to 
<h~ list. Taliaferro asks that the compa· 
nit's help EPA to avoid more difficulties 
hy forming •·a responsible generators' 
~·roup for better communication." 

Industry says that it is making pro­
grt>s.s on that score. "Th~re's already a 

ucleus for a generators' committee," 
-a~·s Hl·id, who rejJOrts that IMA has 
utlert!d lo~istical support by, among 
ot lll'r things, sponsoring meetings to 
i ,e 1p affeeted firms improve eoordina· 
· ;vn and communication among them· 
_,t'J,es. ""Therl:' are certain waste genera· 
or.s that know they\·t- disposed of 

·:. astt• during tlw afft-ctt'U target peri· 
.d." he says, adding, "'There's actually 

.!n informal group." 0 
JEFFHLT TREJIH/IT .,,d Chmtlnn 

U"rJ..·, •1:11· 111 Clutll!/u. with UIU11t· A. Rtrh 
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Spain merges four firms 
to compete in Europe 
Industrialists in Spain are aware that 
their country's new status as a member 
of the European Community (EC) will 
have some drawbacks. Among other 
changes triggered by its admission to 
the EC, Spain must dismantle it& highly 
protectionist taxation and trading sys· 
tern, including cu.stoJM duties and im· 
port quotas, and introduce a value-add· 
ed tax (VAT), part of which is used 
to finance the EC budget. However, 
because much of Spain's industry is 
weaker than that of its new partners, a 
transition period of aeven years ha.s 
been established by the EC to give the 
business community time to adapt to 
the new wave of competition that mem· 
bership will ultimately bring. 

Given that respite, Spanish industrial­
ists are restructuring their holdings. 
Last year, reforms designed to pare 
Spain's fertilizer industry were set in 
motion (CW, Feb. 13, J98j, p . .U). Now 
state oil company Empresa Nacional del 
Petroleo (EMP) is attempting to whip 
the petrochemical sector into shape, for 
its upcoming matches with EC oppo­
nents, by consolidating four of its joint· 
venture petrochemical companies-A!· 
cudia, Paular, Calatra\'a and Montoro­
into one major petrochemical entity (ta· 
ble, p. .57). The merger, says E.MP Presi­
dent Juan Sancho Rof, will put the 
Spanish petrochemicals industry "in a 
better position to face the competition." 

Need to export. EMP has been work· 
ing on the merger since 1979. Prior ro 
that year, Spain's domestic market was 
able to absorb all of the country's petro­
chemical production, ~xplains Javier de 
Ia Pena, who became v~president re­
sponsible for petrochemicals at EMP al­
most a year ago. In 1979, domestic con· 
sumption dropped, de Ia Pena says, and 
'"the need to export became apparent." 

At that point, he notes, "differences 
of opinion over export policies" devel· 
oped bt!tween EMJ' and its joint-venture 
partner::. in the four companies. 1'bt> de­
cision wa.c; made to buy oout the parl· 
ners, which includt'd companies such as 
Phillivs Petroleum, Britain's Imperial 
Ch~mical Industries (ICI) and Italy's 
Montedison. And when, in the early 
1980s, the need to cut European petro­
chemical capacity became obvious, EMP 
felt that "the logical thing to do was 
consolidate," accordin~ to Sancho Rof. 

That was also the conclusion drawn 

De Ill Pena: A fighting chance in 11'18 EC. 

by de la Pefta, who is likely to serve 
as· president of the new petrochemical 
group. De la Pena was brought in last 
June to participate in EMP's strategical 
study of its petrochemical assets, e\·alu· 
ating the strengths and weaknesses of 
each subsidiary. "All the units ~·ere in 
pretty good shape," he observes, but 
since EMP had the ethylene plants that 
supplied the four subsidiaries, "we were 
obviously better off merging the four 
derivative units into one." 

Strategic location. By last year, EMP 
had attained JOO~~ ownership of Alcu· 
dia, Paular and Calatrava, but negotia· 
lions to purchase Arco Chemical Iberi­
ca's 50'.11· stake in Montoro were 
fruitless. "It was clearly in our interest 
to include Montoro within the group," 
de Ia Pena says, "because of its strate­
gic location at Puertollano," a town 
near Madrid, where Alcudia and Cala· 
lr.I.V'a have plants. With a $5 million 
ca.<:h fiow in 19l:l:>, EMP also consid~rs 
Montoro the most financially sound of 
the four companies. 

Nevertheless, de Ia Pefta savs, "we 
decided to go ahead with the merger of 
the three and [figure out) how to inte­
grnte Montoro later." Last September, 
EMl' receive<.! gov~rnment authorization 
to merge the three companies. How­
e\·er, prior to comvletion of that effort, 
Area indicated that it was willing to s~ll 
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~tate delays actiqJ;i p~. ~-
~U~~ey, Creek ~~~"d.g~g . 
~~~'N· i Gtor&e Ti.e d;ala;&• bo~rd .(.,~.~;Iia Prop~~~~· o ... ,. 

I'L pwdeut . lludgeled $ZQ,OOO for tbe project this Alsociatioa railed a guestioa em 
:- '--I~ ,.... , . • ,..Uutiaa iD aemnl -~ 

rc. QW'i~ POINT - A Lake CauDty The a» A~ drill lest wells atdae Baumann MUd lbe Dralna&e 
to dredge turk~ Creek is Cll .talk ~ llite -Ibis IUiDrMr to Board Adviscley Committee whether 

. ldil tile 111te l'IICIIvel poDutiall ~ U,. ateat ~ llf-Rte ~ uy ather poDUted dralai ather IUD 
,._ •• -.. ;- ~ )j ~. ; · Umiaatiaa. '- · r.s Ditdlar. beiac IDaillt.l'-1 by 
If n.r .._ ~ ct Natu- ,_ nn Will 11e ·1Dl.m8ted 111 We Coullly. ,._ Dllcb tea ilto 
~ lltlaurers ..uJ .tudy ~ EPA ~ taid VIdor Wesmbe. Lab Daletwtia. • ~-. 
; cnet ldments line-., poDated .D~ll W'aler i>ivilioD ~m di.ree- DraiDagf 'Bcmd ~ C.. 
'-_. loldM"Ieeping fNm a chemical liar. WemUzl& aid tbt DNR ltUCiy mittee memt.a aanered ''res" 
~ 41ump lite about a lla.U miJe DOrth of would be completed ".a 110011 u we . aDd .. eer&aiD!y." lleDdenoD laid.. 
::eecreet. . can"butlladooapecifictimetable. ~ are 10me .eben IJalt I'd r· n.t AIDfriout Canicat Seniee Tile Natural Resources Cum""'- nther aot mentiCII! pdllic)y ... fie 
.flopert}' at Colfu Aft.mlr m Grif. lilll, u .cfvi&oacy ~ ILitle laid 6e biDage '-rd 11.- n­
~.fith and tbe adjacem Griffith ludfill J)ftt"'R, requested tbe 5tudy Jut quired to address IIOlautioe CI'B· 
'c:cmprise a toxic dump site to be "nlursdav. tions. 

deane<! under Federal Environmen· The t;~S. Fish and Ws.ld!ife Service .. That's -.olunteeriog information 
:-tal Protection Agem::y's Superfund is one ag~cy protesting work oo lhat ••e're not required to vohm· 
· ~- . Turby Creek, DOt ooly becaUR of teer ."be said. 
• UntH pollution questions are potential pollution problems, but 
1 an5'Aered, tbP state l5 dela)ing ac- eo because tbe acavation project 
•·tion ar. a permit for Turkey Creek would damage wet lands, taid 
• · dredgmg. wildlife hiologist Jean Cochrane. 
· ~· County Surveyor William Hender10n called the s~tt action 
· Hender-Sar di!.cussed the delay Mon- "unfair.'' Ht said 1M stat.f st-tould 
d:y at the Lake Cvun~y D:-ai:-.;.gc have grant~ tht ~rn.il r~uesl 011 
B.oo.rd Achisory Committee meeting condit1on of appro~· a: from a nt'W ln-

I 
'J'M drainage board bad applied diana En\·iroomental Mana~ment 

,- state IDd federal permits to Board. 
1 nmo\"e Rdiment from Turkey The Turkey Creek matter surfaced 
. a-t tram ame A va:we to Lake nen Barb Baum&DD .c &be ~..ate 
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Waste chance delays stream clearing 
i, ....... c-, ......... , ....... 
• CROWN POINT - The posel­

ltllity of contamination from a 
ltlxlc landfill in Griffith baa de­
l!lyed plana to clear atretchet of 
1\irkey Creek thla aummer. 
: Assistant Lake County Survey­
qr William Henderson, who coor­
lllinatet planning and project au­
pervialon for the Lake County 
Drainage Board, told the boaril 
Tul!aday that the county'a appli­
c:ition to a state agency for a per­
flH to begin work baa been 
I' 

delayed. 
Henderson said the delay came 

during a review of permits for the 
project by the Indiana Depart­
ment of Natural Retource'a Bu­
reau of Water and Minerala 
Council. 

fain for the new Indiana Depart­
ment of Environmental Manage­
ment. ''The impact on wetlands, 
which is alwaya a matter of con­
cern, and the potential of con­
taminated aedimenta baa been 
tailed." 

bart, Deep River, Burna Ditch 
and, eventuallr, enter Lake Mich­
igan. Severa reaches of the 
stream, including the area near 
Lake Georxe. include wetlands 
protected by the state Depart­
ment of Natural Reaourcea. 

"lt'a a Superfund aile," I<obe 
aaid of the Griffith landfill. "It 

ly contaminated waate dlapoaal 
aites. 

The Griffith aile Ia now bein11 
evaluated for remedial action, 
Kobe aaid. 

The aile has been on the feder­
al cleanup liat for about two 
yean, abe aaid. 

percent of the channel hu al­
ready been snagged and most of 
that has been dredged" over the 
past few years and no problems 
have arisen over previoua permit 
applications. 

No evidence has been aubmit­
ted that any contamination of 
Turkey Creek has or could occur 
from the dump. but the delay was 
suggested to provide time for fur­
ther investigation. he said. 

Henderson Identified the prob­
lem alte as a landfill believed to 
be owned by a chemical compa­
ny near Colfax Street In Griffith 
almost a mile north of Turkey 
Creek. 

The environmental manage­
ment department will probably 
be auigned to check whether 
runoff from the landfill Ia con­
taminatins the atream. 
• Waters from Turkey Creek 
tlow eaat acroaa much of Lake 
County, reed Lake George in Ho-

r.robably baa numeroua types of 
ndustrial wastes." 

The Superfund Is a program of 
the U.S. Environmental Protec­
tion Agency to pay for the clean­
up of die nation s most notorious-

The county hu bud11eted 
$20,000 for work on Turkey Creek 
thia year. Part of the county m81-
ter plan includea 1 teriea of check 
dams and trapa that would leaaen 
aedimentation in Lake Geoi'JIIl. 

""They suggested that we may 
have an obligation to take sam­
ples," Henderson said. 

"We have two concema," said 
IJsa Kobe. director of external af- Henderson aaid that ""Ill to 70 
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Turke~1 Creek to be testedf~ ~ ~ 
pauadwater arOund lbe lite wu contaminated, IIIII may Amel'icP Oltmlcal Servica wu !Jill • the Supm~ 

By DEBRA GRUSZECKI / /. /.. , 
,mesStaffWriter ~t~[ZCf /!,, 

CROWN POINT - Testa are expected to determille if 
Turkey Creek has been contaminated by a tOxic waste 
dump site, the Lake County Draina&e Advisory Committee 
learned. ' 

The county's request for a permit to reconstruct the 
channel on Turkey Creek wetlands near Hobart wu defer­
red this sprins due to its cloaeness to a federal Superfwxl 
lite: American Chemical Services in Griffith. . 

The chemical company site. located about one-half male 
north of Turkey Creek, waa listed in 1983 as one ol five 
Iiles that needed lo be cleaned up with federal Superfwxl 

m:~· Cochran, of the U.S Fish & Wildlife Service, said 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Ageocy began working 
at lhr citP in An•a ,..., r,.,.., •• ,. .,;tl F.P.'\ tests showed 

(!~) , .• 

uw traftled oa -lite IDIIIDto the nearby creek. lilt ~~eca• ol put practice~ al bury•lll buftll of (_hem•· 
Deputy Lake c.mty Surveyor WUiiam Hendenon aaid call ia a lladflll beballd CGIIIJIIIIY Jlnlllllly, accordiiiC to 

the permit wu denied beea!Be creek sediment could llir thellltebaardalbullh 
up contamilllnts - if they exist - and could cause toxic In 1.0, oil leakuW from the lite wu found to contain 
materials to move downstream to further agravate the phenol - a t-'11 art"anogen. At the tune, however, f:he 

"t li EPA uid lhe I ann bad lllfi'OIIIIded the burial sate With 
II ua OIL clay, prnnlllll thr leak from arnadin&. . 

Dralna e Board President and Commissioner tmest 'l'he EPA baa wadaboul 2,UUO druma were buned about 
N" 1 R a-en 'd he was advised ground borings 11 years ago at lhe wit ntar Colfax Avftllle, but a local 
m':m6::i1~ to see if~creek is contaminated before the resident clluned 111 ~to the_EPA in 1981 that ~.ooo 
EP~ checks it out. To wait for the EPA to do its teslin8. be 1030,000drWIIIIIIII1 .... were buried at lheaate. 
said could take one year or more. EPA olficaaiiiiii&Jifd to tbe projrd would not comment The committee was told toxicity tests could cost about 

011 
cumn!KllVllaet attbe 111r Cothran uid the EPA mel 

$6Com,ooo. mNo •. ,•,~ionmemwasbetar kGeneen. Krasocka said he wanled the in May walh u muy u 100 company represc-ntauves or 
~ ol lhear allomtY' "bo wen idenllfaed u potential toxic drainage board's allomey to draft a l_etter to the mayor cbemacal c111111p11.m 

Hobart explaining the delay m the pro Jed. 
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To~n halts 
its pumping 
of water 
into ditch 
By Jim Procter 
Staff writer 

t.:~(. 

GRimTH - Griffith has stopped pump­
ing water from its landfill into a drainage 
ditch that is believed to empty into Turkey 
Creek amid concerns the water may be con-
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taminated by an adjacent toxic waste 
dump. 

Robert Swale of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA} said Griffith offi­
cials told him Wednesday the pumping 
from a clay pit at the landfill would stop 
until EPA technicians can inspect the site 
this morning. · 

"We intend to take water and soil sam­
ples," Swale said. "The flow of ground wa­
ter concerns us along with their digging 
down into the clay." 

Swale said Griffith officials have also 
promised to stop removing sand in the pit 
area that also may be contaminated. The 
landfill will be allowed to conFnue pump­
ing leachate - water that drains from gar­
bage and debris - to the Hammond Sani­
tary District, Swale said. He added, 
however, that federal regulaton want to de­
termine the level, if any, of pre-treatment of 

. the leachate. 
~ Swale is project manager for the Ameri­

can Chemical Services Inc., Superfund site 
at 420 S. Colfax St. The site includes an 
inactive portion of the Griffith landfill on 
which wastes from the chemical dump were 

- disposed. As many as 30,000 drums of chem­
ical waste are believed buried on the. site, 
authorities have said. 

At. a meeting in Griffith last week, EPA 
and Indiana Department of Environmental 
Management officials told residents prelimi­
nary tests show contamination of the Calu­
met aquifer beneath the Superfund site. The 
deeper Valparaiso aquifer is not believed to 
be contaminated. . 

Water flows from the Calumet aquifer in 
a northwesterly direction, or toward the ac­
tive J>ortion of the landfill, EPA tests show. 
Thus, the EPA wants to determine if pollut­
ed water is contaminating the water being 
pumped into the drainage ditch as well as 
the clay and sand. 

Another EPA concern is that digging of 
the clay pit "could put the Valparaiso aqui­
fer in danger," Swale said. 

The clay is used as cover for the landfill, 
said John Bach, Griffith's public works di­
rector. He said water is pumped on an "as 
needed" basis from the pit. Bach disputed 
charges from neighbors and environmental­
ists that the clay pit has been dug in the last 
few days. He also questioned whether the 
drainage ditch actually empties into Turkey 
Creek. 

"My undentanding is it has been blocked 
for yean and drains into a swamp," .s~id 
Bach. The ditch flows in a southerly duec­
tion on the west side of the landfill. 

Terry McCloskey, president of the Indi­
ana division of the Izaak Walton League, 
said the ditch does flow into Turkey Creek, 
which in tum empties into Lake George in 
Hobart. ' 

See Griffith, Page B4 

Griffith .. 
. \ t· from Page 81 

"The town of Griffith has con­
taminated Turkey Creek and, 
Lake George,''· McCloskey 
charged. "This is one of the most 
flagrant violations I've seen." 

Bach said the leachate from the 
landfill is not treated before be­
ing received ·by the Hammond 
Sanitary District. He said Ham­
mond officials visited the landfill 
Wednesday t_o take samples. 
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on cleanup of 
Superfund site 
By DEUHA GHUSZECKI 
Times Starr Writer 

GIUFI-,ITH - The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency confinned TUesday it has begun negotiations with 
alleged toxic waste handlers to clean up a federal Super· 
fund site here. , 

Art Gasior, communUy relations coordinator of the 
EPA, said the Superfund site involves: 
0 The American Chemical Services, a solvent reclama· 
lion and chemical manufacturing finn on Colfax Street, 
one-half mile north of 1'urkcy Creek. 
u KAPICA Drum Inc., a rormer drum reconditioning fa" 
cility that was adjacent to the ACS site. 

1 SeeEPA, 
rJ . D~ck Page This Section 

) 

I ~rom~Page One I 
· 0 A Griffith sanitary landhU loCated auuth 

of lhe chemical company. The town bought 
land from ACS Cor l.i • .:. :_uUJ'ilJ .lnljj/9--80. 

Gaaior said ;~ •. ~ EPA contacted cs many 
as 800 alleged handlers thiJ spring to gel 
them to pay for cleanup costa. The list baa 
been pared down since, he 114ld. The town 
of Grltrith renutlns on the contact Jist. 

The Superfwtd site bas had a long aod 
complicated hhitory, Gasior aald. 

Frc:n 1955 to 1972, Gasior said ACS 
dls&)()Scd of waste from Its oper~&tion in an 
open landfill 011 their property. From 19CI8 
to 19'10, ll allegedly dumped incineration 
bh in the containment area and up to 
30,000 drums and general refuse of 
unrcclalmcd waste. The EPA also believCI 
a tunk trunk J.arlially filled with ilu~~ 
may~ buried in the urea. 

Gasior said Indiana's Board of llealth 
became aware or the liiluatlon In 1!172. EPA 
rei:ordll ahow oil lt!4king from Ute site in 
19110 was round tu contain a can.: .. t.Jbcn. 
Runoff from the drum rccooditiooill8 facU­
lty wna detected in 1003. 

Gasior said Uae Grilfith landiillls includ­
ed in the Superfund site ~w.c It is 

· suspected wash, from the two companies 
was disposed ill the land prior lo 1!100. 

The EPA beg.~n developiug a wurkplan 
in August 1985 rnr the Superfund aile, 
Gasior said, but remedial ioves~ation has 
been delayed. ac !llild the EPA -' ·o.·ait!ng 
to bear bow muc.la Superfund money wW be 
reauthorized !or 1lhe GrilfiLb pro,.iecL 

Gw;iur S6lid hUll~~~!.'.:.~._ ..... , .. ...,.: L .• " ... u-...·~;~ 
la..;"o. Unlii rcJT.·..:.: J t·JuJ:\ ;:! .. ,~t\...V. .... .J, 

Gw.lor piJ i~e d~ uut w -•~lt ~_,, I> -:;•e liu: 
chemlc¥1¥ ou lhc aile. lk :..,.;!; ~,,, a;._J ,:.:.~_. 

not kuow U .:uut:am .. u .. ~ (u;vc l.:o;L. ... ,I .~.to 
the w~atcr l.ul>les. 

"To .say anyth1;;tp. r1j1l ~k·'"' · · .:t! . . .1 ~ 
Panduru's wx," Gi!~ior •~~d. "h'.; ~~ L.;tl 
allualioo we ho~ lo corri:d.'' 

Gabioc ~lJ lA I'~UIQU.•-'; 111>·;:;..: :I)<.> Coli t0 
learn~. ::y wh:'ll i;_. uu ~oilc lnl.eu l~ ~v ltl 
munlh.a. He t, ... ;.;. • .... i .... : c:~cl~..::.. '.!1, • _ -' 

checke4 to see II Ul0 ;:' .... ;.~;..:,•:.-. i.:..vt- ldl 
the &lte a11d tulcrc~ .,_.,.._.:L, !<..uc!JJ' n;.; .. :..:. 
oratreun~orw~n .. ~J., .. ~t~.r. 

Earlier this Wt.'C!-1, iLc {..i,;.~ Cv.:nty 
Drai.n.~ge Doaad Jhl~.:.,~.,cd wh..:!••-=•· or iiol 
it would kat Turi\cy Cr"'-t~~ tiJ ~ .. .: 1f ·~"·'· 
taaninul.t:S have irJillr:llt."tt l!cc w~tcr. 'fh:·ir 
wcUuodck~;~up PfoJe:lw~~. ; .. i;L;..u.;; lh..: 
&late U1LS ~~l'lllfo; U\!C lu ~-·'-~·: .. ::.; .. (: .. n ;;· 
uuuin.;.lt.'t!~.:dimcul h .. ...i l•:::;_;';,.l '.~ •• : n .... ;f.. 

Griffith 'lr.c.t...~ M.:1 :> ... ~: ;:.: .. i ;;til, L: 
~ro, ~;uiu U1c tli.vi.l. ~.. ... :~ . .:., <l ;,,olj J• IJ•v 
blcm exi!itS at lilt.: .:iupcr • ...:;,:. ~i!.:. 
"Everyone i:; li:A&cin:~ ;.r~;:.wJ il," :;L 
~id. 

llanralll S.tir] :;he dv.:.• r .. )t i<::.:lt lht! 
Chemical C(J,,.:Ju.oj j~;; i<.:. '> .. ~. '-c .. -:H;_,_,, 

as lillie was km,;.;l ;,[,o.,i. 1., ,\.;: \:J,,·I.:, ... : 
bundling ywt:> ii;;o. Al: .. J, .,;,.: _,:~.d l'.~1t: 
wcr..-: lt:w £;,·,~ ij.Ud .• ,l .... : ;-_.)·::.;;:,"' ii.; 

· <li:,~i ~Qd U!;c. . 
But lfutu.li.!' .,_;;iJ ih,~~ ·,vo.;'t L&;,~,,; tJ''' 

site gu ,.,:;;:.y. "We Jl)lve"' ,...-,;!::,:l~l l!•.·-L k ... 
to be ci~netlov," lL::.r:...Ul .,...u, "A:·-3 :~ 
aJ)()U)d lw Vc..: IJt.~o cle..u..:~ Ui:J ,Y~l( l 1L j', L.­

thc dD.y Wore." 
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Punipin~J'.~e-pende.nt on test ·results 
GRIFFITH ....::... Water will not be pm .ped · Concern about seepage of contaminants' from the ACS dump. The sand cover may 

from a clay pit at the town landfill here until from the Superfund site at 420 S. Colfax St. also have been contaminated, he said. 
results of water anclsoil tests. are re~iew~d by . into the active portion of the town.landfill." ., Swale,aaid some of the sand baa been sold 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, where the clay pit is periodically drained and removed, but added the EPA will wait 
an EPA official, ~aid Monday. ~. ' .. , brought _the EPA's Tactical Assistance Team for the test results_ before . investigating 

The heavy ram of last Thursday prolJably1 • to . the .:site -Thursday.' The ·clay is used to further. · _ 
did not dilute the ground water and soil sam~· ·; co,ver the landfill and II' found about 12 to 14'; EPA technicians also took samples of 
pies obtained by EPA technicians, said Rob-' feet beneath a top layer of sand, ·said Swale. · leachate :- water that drains from the gar-
ert Swale, project manager for the EPA Su- Water from the clay pit is pumped into a bage and debris in the landfill- that is sent 
perfund clean-up site at American Chemical drainage ditch that may empty into Turkey by Griffith to the Hammond Sanitary District 
Sen'ices Inc., adjacent to the landfill. · ·. · .. _·'Creek. Swale said the EPA wants to deter-' for· treatment. Syvale said '·pumping of the 

"I feel the samples are valid," Swale said~·' mine if the water baa been pollute~ ~y the· leachate to Hammond, -which was suspended 
"If anything is there, we'll find out." . · ,, . movement of contaminated ground water pending the EPA teste, has been resumed. 
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